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Five K-12 technology 
trends for 2026
Modernize your school and district to enhance teaching and learning. 

K-12 schools and districts face growing pressure to address rising security threats, aging infrastructure, 
limited funding and increasing device demand. The right educational technology and partner can help you 
turn these challenges into opportunities to enhance the learning experience for students and educators.

Here are five key trends to expect in 2026:

1. Cybersecurity is priority #1
Escalating cyber risks, such as ransomware, social engineering 
and AI-powered threats, are pushing K-12 leaders to adopt layered 
defenses and zero-trust principles. When you safeguard student 
information, strengthen district resiliency and support instructional 
continuity, you can:

•	 Limit breaches and reduce districtwide security exposure.
•	 Protect data, identities, devices and critical applications.
•	 Minimize disruptions and support uninterrupted learning.

24% of K-12 administrators feel confident protecting student 
identities — a major cybersecurity confidence gap.1 $3.8M The average cost of a data breach in the 

education industry as of 2025.2 

The Spectrum Business® advantage
Protect your school’s network, critical data, students, faculty and staff. 

Executive brief: 
Protect your school and district 
from cyberthreats

2. Classroom device use expands
From personal smartphones to school-issued laptops and tablets, 
devices are proliferating in the classroom. The trend is accelerating 
with the rise of gamified and immersive learning environments 
that require real-time, bandwidth-hungry applications. Meet these 
needs with infrastructure that will:

•	 Scale to accommodate growing internet connectivity demands.
•	 Support modern instructional tools to reduce downtime and keep 

students engaged.
•	 Track student web activity, blocking access to unsafe or inappropriate content.

88%

of public schools have a 1-to-1 computing 
program that provides every student a 
school-issued device.3 

52%

of teens have used extended reality (XR) 
technologies in school.4 

The Spectrum Business advantage
Accelerate student learning at home and in the classroom with the right platforms.

Blog: 
Maximizing cloud advantages for 
K-12 organizations

3. AI tools facilitate personalized learning
As educators navigate the ways generative AI (GenAI) is changing 
the K-12 landscape, they have identified particular value in the 
technology’s ability to dynamically adjust to meet students’ needs. 
Enabling GenAI applications for student use or to support teachers 
in creating individualized lesson plans can help:

•	 Support targeted instruction for enhanced learning.
•	 Engage students with real-time feedback and suggestions for improvement. 
•	 Close learning gaps and improve outcomes.

84% of teachers say having more time or 
resources to individualize instruction 
would be highly impactful.5 68% of K-12 educators support AI-powered study 

buddies for personalized tutoring.6 

The Spectrum Business advantage
Create a technology-rich learning environment that helps students succeed.

Infographic: 
Ready your network for the AI era

4. �Heavy workloads drive educators 
to seek efficiencies

Increased expectations and reduced funding for districts lead to 
long workweeks for teachers and staff. New technologies, including 
GenAI tools and other cloud-based applications, offer options 
for streamlining and automating repetitive or demanding tasks. 
Incorporating these tools can:  

•	 Reduce staff workload and combat teacher burnout.
•	 Provide teachers more time to focus on their students.
•	 Improve analytics and insights for better planning.

3-5 hours
Median weekly time savings reported by 
K-12 educators who say GenAI has saved 
them time.7

43%

of K-12 education leaders identify 
improved productivity as the most 
significant positive potential impact 
of AI.8 

The Spectrum Business advantage
Design active learning experiences that effectively and appropriately use 
technology resources.

Report:
Understanding the digital design 
divide in American schools

5. Rapid change demands IT flexibility
As technology transforms, enrollment patterns undergo dramatic 
swings and budgets become less predictable, districts are migrating 
to cloud platforms to improve scalability, cost efficiency, access 
and reliability. Working with a managed services provider for 
your IT infrastructure can help you reduce complexity, maintain 
performance and ensure your solutions remain secure and up to 
date. This enables you to:

•	 Support flexible growth and cost-effective district expansion.
•	 Simplify maintenance and reduce IT resource limitations.
•	 Improve reliability for instructional and administrative systems.

40% of K-12 education leaders identify 
cloud infrastructure as a top district 
technology enabler.9 

66% of districts use outsourcing strategies 
for IT functions.10 

The Spectrum Business advantage
Support learning models that adapt to students’ unique needs and 
classroom technologies.

White paper:
Build a reliable WiFi network to 
support K-12 digital learning

Spectrum Business helps K-12 leaders innovate faster

Keeping up with rapidly evolving technology in education can feel overwhelming, especially with limited 
IT bandwidth. Spectrum Business, a Charter Communications brand, offers the high-performance 
connectivity, managed services and security-focused solutions schools and districts need to deliver for 
students. Our commitment is backed by industry-leading service-level agreements and 100% US-based 
support, available 24/7.

Learn more
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